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Attendance: 
We have seen a sharp increase in the numbers of parents requesting absence for 
holiday and so the governors are considering how to make our policy very clear as 
it takes some time for the HT to consider whether the reasons are exceptional  
and really it does need to be the responsibility of the parents to decide if the holi-
day warrants an absence from school.  So as from September no absence for a 
holiday for whatever reason will be authorized.  Once a child has reach 10 unau-
thorized absences ( 5 days)  in a 6 month period the County Council will be asked 
to issue a penalty notice. Parents decide what is important, remembering that 
there are 13 weeks of school holidays to use for holidays and which teachers and 
their families  have to use. 

Attendance:  Target: 

97%   Whole school: 

Buckland: 96.72%   Park-

ham:  96.79% 

Falcons:  96.20%  Lady-

birds:  96.58%  Eagles:  

97.37% Fireflies:  

97.29% 

This is the final newsletter of this term and this academic year and so a good time to look and review the 

achievements of the past year.  This we have been doing as staff and governors and we have been able 

to celebrate the great progress that children have made which is reflected in some very good statutory as-

sessment results which will be reported to parents when the reports are sent home this week, and will be re-

ported as percentages next term once validated. So well done to all the children for their positive growth 

mind-set which has enabled them to face challenges and grow in their learning and to all staff who 

have  worked hard to support children's learning through a creative curriculum,  healthy lunchtimes, enrich-

ment opportunities  and after school clubs. Due to the commitment of the staff and a range of external 

coaches we have been able to offer regular after school clubs which have been on the whole well attend-

ed, and now we have opened an early birds facility at Parkham which is becoming more popular- ( don't forget 

to let Miss Evans know if you would like the provision to start earlier.) 

Each year group has participated in sports festivals with our friends in the ACCT schools as well as experi-

ence trips or visits every term, including visits to the Exeter museum , Exmoor Zoo, the beach. All the chil-

dren experienced a great art project with an  ACCT outreach teacher from Appledore Art Studio most of 

which will go on display by the Autumn term, and many children had opportunity to be further challenged 

through the enrichment workshops again offered through our partnership with ACCT.   

Y5 and 6 took part in a fantastic 3 night residential at Beam House in Torrington and excelled themselves in team work, and 
facing person challenge.  We were sad that there was not enough interest in our Y4s to go ahead with our one night residen-
tial but we are excited that there is a good uptake in our Y3/4s for next year.  (Y4 who didn't go this year and would like to 
join in with the opportunity in the autumn please ask for a letter from the office- as  we can accommodated a few extras).  
 
So all in  all this has been a very productive year, a year which is seeing an Buckland Brewer create a foundation unit on site to 
match Parkham and with an additional classroom to be built over the summer holidays, a year which has seen FOPS gain a 
grant of £10000 to help towards the develop on further outdoor play equipment which will be installed in the Autumn and 
£12000 spent on  upgrading the adventure play equipment at Buckland. There are many grants out there which we could ap-

ply for as PTAs so if you are interested in forming a working party to work on applying for these monies please let me know. 

We are fast approaching  the end of term but there are still several important and fun events to  

watch out for, but when the holiday finally comes do have a good rest and we look forward to seeing you 

all on September 4th.  



 

Term Dates 

Spring Term: 2018  Thurs Jan 4th—Fri 

29 March 

Half Term:  Mon 12 Feb—Fri 16 Feb 

Half Term: Fri 25 May—Fri 1 June 

Summer Term 2018: Tues 16th April—

Thurs 26 July 

Half Term 

Non pupil days-25th May, 9th July 

Don’t forget 
 Dates 

Parkham Buckland Brewer 

18/7 End of year production 

5.30pm 

19/7 KS1 class picnic 2pm 

20/7 FOPP’s school disco 6pm 

25/7 Sports afternoon and 

FOPP’s cream tea 

26/7 Leavers celebration  as-

sembly 

26/7 last day of term 

4/9 Back to school 

 

 

18/7 End of year production 

5.30pm 

20/7 FOBB’s school disco 1.30pm 

26/7 Leavers celebration  assembly 

26/7 last day of term  

4/9 Back to school 

  

  

OFFICE HOURS: 

Parkham: Mon—Thurs 8.45—3.45pm  

(please note there is no one in the office 

on Fridays) 

Buckland Brewer: Mon—Fri 8.45—

12.15pm– please avoid making requests 

when office is not manned. 

If you need to telephone the school 

urgently  and the office is not 

manned, please ring the partner school 

as hopefully they can get a message 

through. 

Buckland TEL:01237 451315 

Parkham TEL: 01237 451334 

 Milly Lane:  School Caterer   
07340710693  If it is necessary 
to make a change to a meal re-
quest please text between 7.30-
9.30am.  For general queries 
please telephone or text be-
tween 2-5.30pm 

Vicky Teague – 

School Nurse 

School Nursing 

team  

Torrington 

children’s Cen-

tre 

Both FOPs and FOBBS have had a suc-
cessful year fundraising and bringing the 
community together so thanks goes to 
the current committees for everything 
they have done. 

Birthday sweets in school 

We understand that it is nice for the children to 

give out sweets in class when it is their birthday. 

Unfortunately we have had a few occasions when 

there have not been enough sweets for the whole 

class. With more than one year group in a class you 

can imagine the disappointment for children if their 

year group is not included. Could we therefore ask 

that if you would like to send sweets in for your 

child's birthday that you provide enough for the 

whole class rather than just the year 

group/friendship group. 

Reminder 

Can both schools 

bring pocket 

trumpets 

back by the 

20/7.  

Positions 

We are looking for a Clerk  

to Governors for 190 hrs 

p/a. If you are highly or-

ganised and can touch type 

please get in touch with 

the Head teacher. Info is 

on the website. 

We are also looking for 

governors: if you have an 

interest/background in 

education please contact 

Wendy  for further info. 

wain-

scough@flyingstart.org.uk 

 

 

Parent Pay 

Thank you for those who have registered for 

Parent Pay, we will use this system for the 

booking and payment of school meals, trips, 

clubs and uniform.  

 

We would like to thank all parents 

that have helped move and sort 

things in line with our expansion 

at BB—in particular David and 

Amber Heywood for moving the 

shed and Andrew and Emma Beer 

for removing foliage. 


