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Parent forums: Thank you to all who attended 

these events which were again useful forums for 

improving what we do. 

Topics for discussion included: 

 School meals 

 Homework 

 Safety of entrance gates 

 Clubs and wrap around care 

 Swimming 

 Class visits. 

Minutes and actions from these forums will be post-

ed on the website soon. 

 A Community Police Officer will be visiting each 

school this Thursday 30th Nov to remind children 

about keeping themselves safe when out and about 

and also when online. 

SAFEGUARDING and Attendance. 

Governors have just reviewed the Federation Attendance poli-

cy and made some changes to how the schools inform parents 

and carers about their child’s attendance, this includes our 

first day of absence contact procedures described in the last 

newsletter. Please take a look at the policy which is found un-

der the ‘more’ tab. We will be running attendance checks in the 

next couple of weeks and will notify parents if their child’s at-

tendance has fallen below 95% even if we know this is due to 

illness. The school will indicate if there is a concern or if we 

are monitoring attendance. 

Our attendance target is 97% so this year if children  manage 

to stay above that in a term they will be awarded a special cer-

tificate and if they have managed that for the whole year this 

will be specially recognised  at the end of the year.  97% means 

that they have had up to 6 sessions off school throughout the 

year. 

90% attendance means that your child will have been absent 

for the equivalent of one half day every week! This also 

means that your child will have missed the equivalent of 4 

whole weeks throughout the school year. This is why below 

90% attendance is classed as persistent absence. 

Operation Encompass: 

The school has been given the opportunity to take part in a project that will run jointly between schools and Devon and 

Cornwall Police 

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to the start of the next school day, when a child or young person 

has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic incident. 

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the school staff, known as a Key 

Adult, is trained to allow 

them to liaise with the po-

lice and to use the infor-

mation that has been 

shared, in confidence, while 

ensuring that the school is 

able to make provision for possible difficulties experienced 

by children, or their families, who have been involved in, or 

exposed to, a domestic abuse incident. 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our 

pupils and we believe this will be extremely beneficial for all 

those involved. This service is due to go live from November 

27th 2017. 

If you are  living with domestic abuse or are concerned in 

any way  please contact the school or SPLITZ-  

Federation Staff news: 

After 17 years of dedicated service-  Patricia Par-
kinson– administrator at Buckland Brewer has decided 
to step down to focus on other challenges.  13th De-
cember will be her last day. We will all miss her  
welcoming smile and  her determination to do a bril-
liant job– but we wish her well for the future. 

 

Lizzy Hutchinson has decided to step down from her 
Meal Time Assistant role  at Parkham for personal 
reasons. We are very thankful for her dedication to 
the children’ s welfare over the years, but pleased 
to say that she will continue to support the school in 
her premise role. 

Robin Lewis our newest Teaching Assistant at Park-
ham is now taking on some of the meal time supervi-
sion. 



 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term:2017  

Tues 6 Sept—Fri 15 Dec 

Spring Term: 2018  Thurs Jan 4th—Fri 

29 March 

Half Term:  Mon 12 Feb—Fri 16 Feb 

Summer Term 2018: Tues 16th April—

Thurs 26 July 

Half Term: Fri 25 May—Fri 1 June 

 

 

Don’t forget  Dates Parkham Buckland Brewer 

Tues 5 Dec: Christmas Play @ 

6pm 

Fri 8 Dec: Fops Christmas Fayre 

6pm 

Tues 12 Dec: Pantomime at 

Queens Theatre Depart 9.15am 

prompt 

Wed 13 Dec: School Christmas 

Dinner 

Thurs 14 Dec Christmas party 

Organised by Fops  pm 

Wed 3 Jan Non-Pupil day (staff 

training) 

Wed 6 Dec: Christmas Play @ 6pm 

Tues 12 Dec: Pantomime at  

Queens Theatre Depart 9.15am 

prompt 

Wed 13 Dec: School Christmas din-

ner 

Wed 3 Jan: Non—Pupil day (staff 

training) 

Thurs 4 Jan—New term begins 

Thurs 4 Jan—New term begins 

 

 

  

OFFICE HOURS: 

Parkham: Mon—Thurs 8.45—3.45pm  

(please note there is no one in the office 

on Fridays) 

Buckland Brewer: Tues 8.45— 12.45pm 

Mon,Wed—Fri 8.45—3.15pm– please 

avoid making requests when office is not 

manned. 

If you need to telephone the school 

urgently  and the office is not 

manned, please ring the partner school 

as hopefully they can get a message 

through. 

Buckland TEL:01237 451315 

Parkham TEL: 01237 451334 

Milly Lane:  School Caterer   
07340710693  If it is necessary 
to make a change to a meal re-
quest please text between 7.30-
9.30am.  For general queries 
please telephone or text be-
tween 2-5.30pm 

Vicky Teague – 

School Nurse 

School Nursing 

team  

Torrington 

children’s Cen-

tre 

REMEMBER TO BEAT THE 

BUGS by wet combing your 

child’s hair with a nit comb 

at least once a week. 

Attendance:  Target: 97%   Whole school: 
Buckland: 97.40%   Parkham:  96.66% 

Falcons: 95.85 %  Ladybirds:  96.97%  Eagles: 
98.44 % Fireflies:  96.13% 

How to apply for a primary 
school place in Devon. 
Was your child born between 
1 September 2013 and 31 Au-
gust 2014?  You can apply 
online at www.devon.gov.uk/
admissionsonline from 15 No-
vember 2017—15 January 
2018.  Or you can call the edu-
cation helpline on 0345 155 
1019 or email: prima-
ryschooladmissions@devon. 
gov.uk.  Even if you have given 
details to a primary school you 
must apply  for a place 

Doughnuts will be 

on sale at BB be-

tween Friday 10 

Nov and Friday 15 

Dec kindly organ-

ised by FOBBS 

Christmas Fairs 

Parkham—8th December  in the Allardice 

Hall 

Buckland’s Fair on 24th November in the 

Village Hall was a great success– thanks to 

all who organised and who supported. 

School council managed to raise £20 for 

Edukid – thank you for your donations for  

toys, books and games 

BB Village Guy Walk 

Congratulations to Buckland 

Brewer school for winning the 

most pennies in the pot compe-

tition. 

BBC Children in Need: Amount raised—Buckland Brewer =£49.23 and 

Parkham = £68.22 

Poppy Appeal: Buckland Brewer = £53.50.  Parkham— £31.50 

Tasty Tuck: Raisins are on sale for 10p per 

box at Buckland Brewer every Friday. 


