
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

OF BUCKLAND BREWER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7:00pm 

AT BUCKLAND BREWER METHODIST CHAPEL 

Members Present:  Mrs Barbara Babb, Mr Andrew Hewitt, Mr Jim Lowe, Mr Trevor Mills 
and Mr Frits Takken 

Also in attendance: 3 members of the public, James Doble (JD Commercial) and Cllr Phil 
Pennington (Torridge Council) 

Parish Clerk:  Mr P Blosse 

KEY: Actions are shown in bold  blue type    Decisions are shown in bold red type 

 

490. Apologies for Absence Rosie Beer, George Heywood, Richard Hooper and 
David Watson 

 
491. Declarations of Interest None 

492. Public Participation  None 
 
493. Industrial Units Development, Presentation by James Doble   Andrew Hewitt 

explained the background to the proposal to develop a small site for light industrial 
units, that it had been set out in the Parish’s Settlement Plan following consultation with 
the public, and formed part of North Devon and Torridge’s Local Plan. James Doble said 
that, although people generally wanted industrial sites in more urban areas, he felt that 
the site proposed could be successful. He gave examples of similar sites of around 6 to 8 
units of 600 to 700 square feet per unit that had proved to be commercially viable. The 
fact that the Parish Council already owned the land was an advantage. He said that the 
area of the proposed site could accommodate up to 11 units, but members felt that 
between 4 and 8 would probably be sufficient. It was agreed that improvements to the 
access via Orleigh Hill should be pursued as part of the development. Alternative ways 
to finance the project and to work with developers were explored. For example, the land 
could be sold to a developer and might generate income of between £50,000 and 
£75,000 with outline planning permission, or the Council could undertake to manage the 
development itself and sell off about half of the completed units to recoup the build 
cost, retaining management of the remaining units to generate an income flow. The 
development of 8 units at Yelland had a capital value of £550,000 against a build cost of 
£390,000. The spec of the units in this development was highly recommended by James 
Doble as the type currently sought by potential users. It was noted by Andrew Hewitt 
that recent planning changes meant that the site would no longer be a B1 development 
but a new designation E, giving a wider range of options for the use of the units. James 
Doble suggested that the Council should consider whether or not it wants to install 
phase 3 electric power. Following some discussion, it was agreed that the Council 



 

should continue to pursue the scheme and that the clerk should seek tenders from at 
least 3 local architects and/or developers to draw up an outline plan, and that the 
Council should seek outline planning permission. 

 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed 8:05 pm 
 
 
 
Dates of Future Meetings:  
Parish Council, Wednesday 13th October 2021 (Buckland Brewer Methodist Church, 7:00pm) 
Fields and Allotments Inspection, Saturday 16th October 2021 (10:00am at Blackhorse Fields      
      Allotments) 
Fields and Allotments Sub-Committee, Thursday 28th October 2021 (Buckland Brewer      
     Methodist Church) 
 
 
 
 
Signed as a true record: 

Chairman: ……………………………………………………………………….  Date: ……………………………… 
 

 

 


